
SOUTH UNIMAK - SHUMAGIN ISLANDS 
JUNE SALMON FISHERY 

Report to the Alaska Board of Fisheries 

Winter 1994-95 

BY 

Arnie Shaul 

Regional Information ~ e ~ o r t l ~ o .  4K95-4 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Commercial Fisheries Management and Development Division 

2 1 1 Mission Road 
Kodiak, Alaska 996 15 

January 1995 

l ~ h e  Regional Information Report Series was established in 1987 to provide an information access system 
for all unpublished division reports. These reports frequently serve diverse ad hoc informational purposes or archive 
basic uninterpreted data. To accommodate timely reporting of recently collected information, reports in this series 
undergo only limited internal review and may contain preliminary data: this information may be subsequently 
finalized and published in the formal literature. Consequently, these reports should not be cited without prior 
approval of the author or the Division of Commercial Fisheries. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

LISTOFTABLES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 

. . 
LISTOFFIGURES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 

... 
LISTOFAPPENDICES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  111 

INTRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 

SOUTH UNIMAK HISTORY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 

SHUMAGIN ISLANDS HISTORY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 

REGULATIONS G O V E ~ I N G  SOUTH UNIMAK AND SHUMAGIN ISLANDS 
FISHERIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 

1994 SEASON SUMMARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 

1995 SOCKEYE ALLOCATIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  TABLES 8 

FIGURES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15 

APPENDIX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 



LIST OF TABLES 

1. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands June sockeye and chum salmon harvest, 
in number of fish, 1960-94 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 

2. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands sockeye salmon harvests, 191 1-1959 . . . .  9 

3. Salmon gear in South Peninsula waters during June, 1976-94 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 

4. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands June fisheries regulation history, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1962-1994 11 

5. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands sockeye and chum salmon daily 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  catches, 1994 13 

6. South Unimak and Shurnagin Islands June fisheries, composition of 
sockeye and chum salmon harvests in percent by gear type, 1985-94 . . . . . . . . .  14 



LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure Page 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 . Map of the Alaska Peninsula Area 15 

2 . Map of the South Unimak June fishery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16 

3 . Map of the Shumagin Islands Section . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17 

4 . South Unimak-Shumagin Islands June salmon guideline harvest levels vs . 
hindsight guideline harvest levels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18 

5 . South Unimak June sockeye to chum ratio by gear by day. 1994 . . . . . . . . . . .  19 

6 . Shumagin Islands Julie sockeye to chum ratio by gear. by day. 1994 . . . . . . . . .  20 



LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendix 

A.1. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands June salmon harvest, in number of fish 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  by species, 1970-94 22 

A.2. South Unimak June salmon harvest, in number of fish, by species, 1970-94 . . . .  23 

A.3. Shumagin Islands June salmon harvest, in number of fish, by species, 
1970-94 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 

A.4. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands June fisheries, number of fishing days 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and hours allowed by year, 1976-94 25 

A.5. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands June fisheries, sockeye per chum 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  salmon ratio by gear type, 1985-94 26 



INTRODUCTION 

Figures 1, 2, and 3 indicate the location of the South Unimak and Shumagin Islands commercial 
salmon fisheries. The Shumagin Islands fishery takes place primarily along Popof, Unga, and 
Korovin Islands in the northern Shumagin Islands Section. Popof Head on Popof Island is 
usually the center of activity. The South Unimak (also called False Pass) fishery occurs in two 
major locations along the south side of Unimak Island. One area is from Ikatan Bay to Cape 
Lazaref on the southeast end of Unimak Island while the other is the vicinity of Cape Lutke on 
the southwest end. Table 1 lists the Shumagin Islands and South Unimak sockeye and chum 
salmon catches from 1960 - 1994. Table 2 lists sockeye salmon harvests prior to 1960. 
Unfortunately chum salmon harvest data for June prior to 1960 is not separated from the total 
season harvest figures. 

SOUTH UNIMAK HISTORY 

The South Unimak June fishery dates back to at least 191 1 (Table 2), though records prior to 
Statehood are sporadic. 

Traps were operated in Ikatan and Morzhovoi Bays with 36 reported in 1919. The number of 
traps gradually decreased through the 1920's and 1930's and settled at 5-6 through the 1940's 
and 1950's. Records first reflect seine gear catches in 1935 (1 9 vessels), and indicate a little over 
a dozen seine vessels seasonally through 1940. Records reflect only half-a-dozen seiners from 
the mid 1940's through the 1 9 5 0 ' ~ ~  although it is believed effort increased to around 50 vessels 
in the early 1950's. 

From 1960 through 1975 seine effort ranged from 5 to 26 vessels. Since 1975 effort has risen 
until a total of 11 1 vessels fished in 1992. Seiners move between the South Unimak and 
Shumagin Islands fisheries. When the Shumagins are closed, nearly the entire Area M purse 
seine fleet will be at South Unimak. In 1994, 97 seiners fished at South Unimak. 

Records of gillnet catches prior to 1960 are not reliable, gillnet gear was used in this fishery (drift 
nets beginning in the 1950's). Gillnet effort (almost entirely drift nets) generally ran between 
20 and 45 vessels in 1960- 1965. Drift gillnet effort increased to 120- 155 vessels in 1970- 1973, 
fell to 80 in 1975 and increased to 101-120 during 1976-1978. During 1979-1994 drift gillnet 
gear has ranged from 129 to 157, similar to the 1970-1973 level. In 1994, 145 drift gillnet 
permit holders participated in the South Unimak June fishery. 

Set gillnet gear accounts for a small portion of the South Unimak catch. The set net harvest 
averaged 2.7 percent of the sockeye and 0.9 percent of the chum salmon harvested at South 
Unimak during 1985-1994. Set gillnet gear has increased from 0 to 2 in 1970-1975 to 13-35 
during 1989-1 994. In 1994, set gillnetters totaled 23 in the South Unimak fishery. 



SHUMAGIN ISLANDS HISTORY 

The Shumagin Islands June fishery dates back to at least 191 1 (Table 2). However this fishery 
seems to not have developed significantly until 1922 when 550,000 sockeye were harvested. As 
with the case at South Unimak, information prior to Statehood is sporadic. 

Traps were first recorded in the Shumagin Islands in 1919 and generally totaled 3-6 units with 
a peak at 8 in 1937. Seine catches have been recorded since 19 1 1 and over 30 seiners fished the 
islands in 1943 and 1944. From 1962 through 1975, the seine effort usually totaled 15-25 
vessels. During 1984-1994, purse seine vessels numbered in the 45 to 72 range in the Shumagin 
Islands June fishery. 

During June 1994, 60 individual purse seine limited entry permit holders made at least one 
delivery in the Shumagin Islands Section. Some vessels move to South Unimak during mid and 
late June because of crowded conditions in the Shumagin Islands and the anticipation of better 
fishing at Unimak by some fishermen. 

During 1970- 1983 the number of set gillnet fishermen fishing the Shumagin Islands during June 
ranged from 5 to 22. This increased to 30-40 during periods when the Southeastern District 
Mainland fishery was closed in 1985 and 1986. From 1987 through 1994 the number of set 
gillnetters operating during June ranged from 44 to 53. In 1994, 46 set gillnet permit holders 
participated in the Shumagin Islands June fishery. 

Drift gillnet gear is not allowed in the Shumagin Islands. The total units of gear operated in the 
South Unimak and Shumagin Islands for the years 1976-94 are listed in Table 3. 

REGULATIONS GOVERNING SOUTH UNIMAK 
AND SHUMAGIN ISLANDS FISHERIES 

During the late 1960's and early 1970's, controversy arose between Peninsula-Aleutians and 
Bristol Bay fishermen in regard to the South Unimak and Shumagin Islands June fisheries. 

Beginning in 1975, the Board of Fish and Game established guideline harvest levels (GHL's) 
based on average historic catch levels. The GHL for the Shumagin Islands is 1.5% of the latest 
inshore Bristol Bay projected sockeye salmon harvest, while the South Unimak fishery was 
allocated 6.8% of the Bristol Bay inshore projected sockeye salmon harvest. The guideline 
harvest levels were further broken down into four time period harvest levels so that the catches 
would be spread out through the month of June. 

Although chum salmon have always been caught during the June fisheries, the unusually large 
catch of chum salmon in 1982 and 1983 caused concern by fishermen in the Arctic-Yukon- 
Kuskokwim Region. Beginning with the 1984 season, the Board of Fisheries placed a limit on 
fishing time; not to exceed 96 hours per week and not more than 72 consecutive hours in order 
to allow "escapement windows". The purpose of the "windows" was to limit the chum har~est.  



Due to the high sockeye catch rate (and low chum to sockeye ratios) during 1984 and 1985, these 
restrictions did not come into use. 

In 1986, the Alaska Board of Fisheries placed a 400,000 chum salmon catch ceiling on both 
fisheries combined, eliminated fishing during the first 10 days of June, and eliminated fishing 
during the last quota period, June 26-30 (along with the sockeye quota for that period). These 
restrictions were for 1986 only. The additional restrictions during 1986 were the primary reasons 
for less than half of the combined South Unimak-Shumagin sockeye allocation being harvested. 

In 1987, no restrictions were placed on the fishery that were additional to 1985 regulations. 
However, during 1988 and 1989 an annual 500,000 chum salmon catch ceiling was placed on 
both fisheries combined, by the Alaska Board of Fisheries. 

In 1988, the abundance of chum salmon were comparable to sockeye at South Unimak. This 
resulted in less than 40% of the South Unimak sockeye allocation being harvested before the 
chum salmon ceiling was reached. The sockeye abundance seemed higher in the Shumagin 
Islands and that fishery was able to harvest its allocation. 

In 1989, the sockeye abundance was very high and the sockeye allocations were exceeded with 
very limited fishing time. The Shumagin Islands Section sockeye catch was 397,000 with an 
allocation of 264,000, while 1,348,000 sockeye were harvested at South Unimak with an 
allocation of 1,199,000. A total of only 72 hours fishing time was allowed in the Shumagin 
Islands Section during 4 days. At South Unimak, 84 hours of fishing time was allowed with 
openings occurring during 5 separate days. 

The 1989 chum catch was 48,000 in the Shumagin Islands Section and 408,000 at South Unimak 
for a total of 436,700. The ratio of chum to sockeye was high during the early part of the fishery 
and became unusually low towards the end. 

After the 1989 season, the Board of Fisheries made the following changes in regards to the South 
Unimak and Shumagin Islands June fisheries: 

(1) The starting date of the fishery was delayed until June 13 as the chum percentage 
is normally higher during early June. 

(2) The chum salmon ceiling for both fisheries combined was raised 
from 500,000 to 600,000. 

(3) The "window regulations" were eliminated as there did not seem to 
be a need for both a chum ceiling and windows. 

(4) The sockeye allocation periods and allocations were changed. The 
percent of the total allocation by period being the same for each 
fishery. 

June 13-18 35% 
June 19-25 45% 
June 26-30 2 O0A 
TOTAL 1 00Oio 



If catches in either fishery fall below the guidelines in the June 13-18 period, 
those unharvested sockeye, up to a maximum of five percent of the total allocation 
for that fishery, may be harvested during the June 19-25 period. The June 26-30 
period cannot be used to make up for underharvests during the first two periods. 
Available information and thinking was that the sockeye stock composition 
between the first two periods was very similar, however the June 26-30 stock 
composition at South Unimak-Shumagins may be dominated by fewer and later 
stocks. 

(5) Unlimited seine leads were eliminated at South Unimak and leads of 50 to 150 
fathoms are the only legal lengths for the entire Alaska Peninsula. 

(6) For the first time, maximum depth restrictions were placed on seine and gillnet 
gear. For the entire Alaska Peninsula Area seine depth may not exceed 375 
meshes in depth. Seine mesh may not exceed 3-112 inches except the first 25 
meshes above the lead line may not be more than 7 inches. No gillnet gear used 
along the South Peninsula may exceed 90 meshes in depth. 

(7) The area comprising the South Unimak fishery was extended to include the 
following portions of the Southwestern District located outside the Ikatan Bay 
Section: 

(a) all waters north and west of a line from Cape Pankof Light to Thin Point. 

(b) all waters enclosed by a line from Thin Point to Stag Point on Deer Island 
to Dolgoi Cape and fiom Bluff Point on Dolgoi Island to Arch Point. 

In 1990, sockeye were not available in large numbers at either the Shurnagin Islands Section or 
South Unimak despite the fact that Bristol Bay experienced one of its largest runs on record. 
Windy weather plagued fishing operations but fish abundance also seemed low, especially in view 
of the huge run that arrived in Bristol Bay. The Shumagin Islands sockeye harvest was 256,000 
compared to a guideline harvest level of 240,000. The Shumagin Islands Section was open to 
fishing for a total of 184 hours during 9 days. At South Unimak, the harvest was 1,091,000 
(1,087,000 allocation). The South Unimak fishery was open to fishing for 269 hours during 13 
days. 

A total of 64,000 chum salmon were caught in the Shumagin Islands Section and 455,000 were 
caught at South Unimak for a combined total of 519,000. 

In 1991, the fisheries were delayed until June 15 in an attempt to minimize the chum harvest. 
The percentage of chum salmon is normally high during early June and is lower when sockeye 
are peaking during mid June. Test fish results during 1991 confirmed this. The Shumagin 
Islands fishery harvested 333,300 of its 347,000 sockeye allocation and harvested 102,600 chum 
salmon. 

At South Unimak, in 1991, a total of 1,216,000 sockeye (357,000 below the allocation) and 
670,000 churn salmon were caught. The total South Unimak-Shumagin Islands chum catch of 



773,000 exceeded the cap by 173,000. The reason for the cap being exceeded was an unexpected 
large number of small chums appearing at Cape Lutke and Sanak Island on June 24-25. Average 
weight of seine caught chum salmon dropped from 6.3 pounds on June 23 to 5.7 pounds of June 
24-25. Some of the seine caught chum salmon on June 24-25 were said to be "skinny snakelike 
fish with no roe". During July, there are sometimes large numbers of chum salmon as described 
above in the vicinities of Sanak Island, Cape Lutke, Cape Lazaref, and in the eastern portion of 
the Aleutian Islands Area. These fish are of little or no value and of such numbers that the 
Department has had to close these areas. Past closures include: Cape Lutke in 1983, so many 
small chums were caught in such a short time that the Department has not reopened this location 
in early or mid July during subsequent years. Akutan District in 1985, the only time that 
commercial salmon effort was reported in this district during July. The Otter Cove and Sanak 
Islands Sections were closed to seining during July in 1989 and 1990. 

Since 1991, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game has been much more cautious when 
establishing fishing periods. The department has also closed the waters around Sanak Island to 
commercial salmon fishing during June. Those waters are not a major sockeye harvest location 
and was only fished sporadically. However Sanak Island waters, at least during some years, 
contain large numbers of chum salmon. 

The potential impact of the chum cap on the ability of the South Unimak and Shumagin islands 
June fisheries to harvest their sockeye allocations is greater than the record indicates. In 1989 
and 1990, the South Peninsula fisheries would have lost large numbers of sockeye due to the 
chum cap if the Bristol Bay sockeye run had been forecasted perfectly, resulting in much larger 
South Peninsula sockeye allocations (Figure 4). 

It was evident that harvesting sockeye allocations with a chum salmon cap is very difficult and 
sometimes impossible, especially if the sockeye allocation is large. At its fall 1991 meeting, the 
Board of Fisheries changed the chum salmon cap to 40% of the combined South Unimak- 
Shumagin Islands sockeye allocation not to exceed 900,000 fish. However, this change generated 
much controversy from fishermen in the Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim (AYK) Region as the chum 
cap would be 900,000 in 1992 and likely that amount for the next two or three years. The Board 
of Fisheries decided to take the chum cap issue up again at it's spring 1992 meeting and the cap 
was again changed to a 700,000 chums, regardless of the sockeye allocation. 

In 1992, the sockeye allocations were 1,959,000 and 432,000 fish for the South Unimak and 
Shumagin Islands fisheries respectively. The fishery was delayed until June 15 due to the number 
of chums in the Shumagin Islands test fishing. As of June 15 until the end of the fishery on June 
26, sockeye to chum ratios were very good. A total of 2,046,000 sockeye were harvested at 
South Unimak while the Shumagin islands harvest was 412,000. The combined chum salmon 
harvest from both fisheries combined was 426,000. 

In 1993, the South Unimak and Shumagin islands sockeye salmon allocations were 2.375,000 and 
524,000 fish respectively. Test fishing in the Shumagin islands during June 7-1 1 indicated 
acceptable sockeye to chum salmon ratios. Consequently, fishing began on June 13. the earliest 
date allowed by the management plan. Sockeye to churn ratios remained high in both fisheries 
until the last week in June. The Shumagin Islands sockeye to chum ratio was 1.8 co 1 on June 
26 as compared to 9.0 to 1 during the previous fishing day of June 31. The South Tlnimak 



sockeye to chum ratio was 1.3 to 1 on June 29, well down from the June 27 ratio of 8.8 to 1. 
The total 1993 sockeye harvest was 2,367,000 fish at South Unimak and 607,000 in the 
Shumagin Islands. The combined chum catch from both fisheries was 532,000. 

Many fishermen began pooling chum during 1993 to reduce the incentive for targeting chums. 
Instead of a fishermen being paid for the chums he caught, he was paid an average amount. 

In 1993, AYK chum stocks were at low levels and very little commercial fishing was allowed 
on chum salmon. Subsistence fishing for chum salmon was not allowed in certain locations. 
Consequently, even though 1993-94 was not scheduled to be Board of Fisheries meeting year for 
the Alaska Peninsula Area, two meetings were devoted to the South Unimak-Shumagin Islands 
June fishery. The first meeting was non regulatory but resulted in the second meeting. 

Changes made by the Board of Fisheries during the spring meeting of 1994 in regards to the 
South Unimak-Shumagin Islands fisheries were to allow ADF&G to open the season earlier than 
June 13 if sockeye to chum ratios were favorable, and to completely eliminate the time period 
allocations. Elimination of time period allocations would have resulted in a substantially lower 
number of chums being harvested in 1993. 

In 1994, due to unsatisfactory chum abundance indicated by Shumagin Islands test fishing, 
commercial fishing was delayed until near the end of the pre 1994 period ending June 18. This 
delay likely resulted in a lower chum harvest than would have been the case without the delay. 

A summary of the 1962-94 South Unimak Shumagin Islands June regulatory history is in Table 
4. 

1994 SEASON SUMMARY 

The sockeye allocations for 1994 were a record high, totaling 2,938,000 fish at South Unimak 
and 648,000 in the Shumagins. Test fishing in the Shumagin Islands indicated that sockeye to 
chum ratios were poor and no fishing was allowed in the Shumagins until June 18. Test fishing 
was initiated at South Unimak on June 15-16 had somewhat better results than results in the 
Shumagins and fishing started on June 17. 

The 1994 fishery was characterized by low catch rates of sockeye and chums but record June 
pink salmon catches. Sockeye to chum ratios were mediocre during most of the fishery and 
deteriorated at the end. 

A total of 262 hours of fishing time was allowed during a total of 14 fishing days at South 
Unimak for seiners and drift gillnetters. Setnetters were allowed 278 hours as set gillnet gear is 
guaranteed 16 hours per day if seiners and drift gillnetters are restricted below that amount due 
to chum salmon concerns. Set gillnets tend to have much higher sockeye to chum ratios than 
other gear. 

In the Shumagins, the seine fishery was open 249 hours during 13 days while set gillnet sear was 
given 262 hours. 



The total sockeye harvest was very disappointing to fishermen and processors in the Alaska 
Peninsula Area. At South Unimak, 1,001,000 sockeye (34% of allocation) were harvested. In 
the Shumagins 460,000 sockeye (71% of allocation) were harvested. The combined chum salmon 
catch was 582,000 fish. 

The Bristol Bay sockeye run was below forecast level but was still a very strong run which 
produced a Bristol Bay inshore harvest of over 35 million fish. 

The sockeye simply were not available in large numbers to the South Unimak and Shumagin 
Islands fisheries. Fishermen reported a drastic change in currents and colder inshore water 
temperatures. 

Large numbers of chum salmon were reported to be in the South Unimak fishery throughout June 
but fishermen moved to different locations when they discovered they were in a chum 
concentration area. These tactics apparently not only decreased the chum salmon catch but 
reduced the fleets ability to harvest sockeye as the two species were reported to be together in 
large numbers at some locations. Fishermen again pooled their chum catches during 1994. 

Sockeye to chum ratios declined substantially at the end of June. Large numbers of chums, many 
of which were reported to be "small and snake like" appeared at Cape Lutke on June 28. The 
Cape Lutke Section was closed after June 28. Sockeye to chum ratios also deteriorated in the 
Shumagin Islands as of June 28 and chum outnumbered sockeye there on June 30. Daily catches 
of sockeye and chum salmon for the South Unimak and Shumagin Islands fisheries are listed in 
Table 5. 

At South Unimak, purse seine gear caught 57.2 percent of the sockeye and 63.9 percent of the 
chums. Drift gillnets took 37.1 percent of the sockeye and 34.6 percent of the chums. Set 
gillnets caught 5.7 percent (a new high) of the sockeye and 1.5 percent of the chums. Daily 
catches by gear are depicted in Figure 5. 

In the Shurnagin Islands, purse seine gear accounted for 75.4 percent of the sockeye harvest and 
96.5 percent of the chums. Set gillnet gear harvested the balance. Daily catch rates by gear are 
depicted in Figure 6. The composition of sockeye and chum harvests by gear during 1970-1994 
are listed in Table 6. 

It is not known what impact the gear depth reduction implemented in 1990 has had in regards 
to reducing the harvest of chum salmon. 

1995 SOCKEYE ALLOCATION 

Based on a preliminary ADF&G Bristol Bay sockeye forecast released in October 1994, the 1995 
June sockeye allocations will be as follows: 

South Unimak 
Shumagin Islands 
Total 



Table 1. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands June sockeye and chum salmon harvesta, in 
number of fish, 1960-94. 

Sockeye Chum 

South S humag in South Shumagin 
Year Unimak Islands Total Unimak Islands Total 

a Numbers of salmon do not include test fish catches. 



Table 2. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands sockeye salmon harvests, 19 1 1 - 1959. 

Year 
South 

Unimak 
Shumagin 
Islands Total 

1928 - 1933 Unavailable 



Table 3. Salmon gear in South Peninsula waters during June, 1976-94.a 

Gear 

Purse 
Year Seine 

Drift 
Gillnet 

Set 
Gillnet Total 

1970  3  9  156  1 6  2  02 
1 9 7 1  3  7  122  8  166  
1972  3  2  150  7  185  
1973  1 6  1 2  1 7 142  
1974  0  0  0  0  
1975  2  0  8  1 8 1 0  8  
1976  2  5  108  1 6  1 4  7  
1977  1 7  1 0 1  13 1 3 1  
1978  2  3  1 2  0  1 6  1 5 9  
1979  4  0  132  2  6  196  
1980  6 8  1 2  9  2  9  225  
1 9 8 1  8  3 135  2  5 243 
1982  9  0  1 3  8 2  3  2 5 1  
1983  1 0 0  146  3 5 282 
1984  1 0 1  1 4  7  3  2  280  
1985  1 0  7  1 5 0  4  8  305 
1986  9  9  156  4  3 298  
1987  8  6  1 4 4  6  0  290 
1988  9  0  1 4  8  6  3 3 0 1  
1989  9  9  1 4  5  6  1 305 
1990  1 0 9  153  5  9  322 
1 9 9 1  1 1 2  1 5 7  6 5  335 
1992  1 1 2  1 4  1 6 8  322 
1993  1 1 6  1 4  0  7  2  3  2  8  
1994  1 1 4  145  6  5  3 2  4  

1985 -94  Average 
104 .4  1 4 7 . 9  60 .4  312 .7  

a During the peak of the South Peninsula June fishery, (June 12-26), approximately 40-50 purse 
seine permit holders fish the Shumagin Islands Section fishery. During the few occasions when 
the South Unimak fishery is open and the Shurnagin Islands fishery is closed, nearly the entire 
purse seine fleet fishes at South Unimak. Drift gillnet effort declines after June 20 as the fleet 
begins moving to the Port Moller fishery. 



Table 4. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands June fisheries regulation history, 1962- 1994. 

Year South Unimak Shumagin Islands 

5 days per week 5 days per week 

7 days per week 7 days per week 

6:00 A.M. Monday - 
6:00 A.M. Saturday 

*Four 13 hour fishing 
periods per week 

7 days per week 

*Four 13 hour fishing 
periods per week. 

* Both fisheries were closed by emergency order during June 25-28 due to 
indications of the Bristol Bay run being below escapement requirements. 

No fishery No fishery 

*6.8% of predicted Bristol 1.5% of predicted Bristol 
Bay catch Bay catch 

No more than 96 hours per 7 day period and no more than 72 hours of 
consecutive fishing time in each fishery (windows). 

*6.8% allocation minus 1.5% allocation minus 
June 26-30 segment June 26-30 segment 
Windows Windows 
No fishing before June 11 No fishing before June 11 

A 400,000 chum salmon ceiling placed on both fisheries combined. 

*Same as during 1984-85 for both fisheries. 

*6.8 of predicted Bristol 1.5% of predicted Bristol 
Bay catch Bay catch 

Windows Windows 

A 500,000 chum salmon ceiling placed on both fisheries combined. 



Table 4. (page 2 of 2) 

Dates South Unimak Shurnagin Islands 

*Each sockeye allocation is broken down into time period guideline harvest levels. 

June 1 - 11 5% 9% 

June 12 - 18 29% 28% 

June 19 - 25 51% 41% 

June 26 - 30 15% 22% 

100% 100% 

1990-9 1 The chum ceiling was increased from 500,000 to 600,000. 

The "Window Regulations" implemented in 1984 to limit the amount of fishing 
time that could be allowed were deleted. 

The season was delayed until June 13 and the time period sockeye allocations for 
both fisheries were changed as follow: 

June 13-18 35% 
June 19-25 45% 
June 26-30 20% 

The gear depth for seines was limited to 375 meshes of which mesh size may not 
exceed 3-112 inches except for the first 25 meshes above the lead line which may 
not exceed 7 inches. 

The gear depth on gillnets along the South Peninsula was limited to no more than 
90 meshes. 

Seine leads may not exceed 150 fathoms for the entire Alaska Peninsula. 

1992-93 The chum ceiling was increased from 600,000 to 700,000 fish. The other 
regulations were the same as in effect for 1990 and 1991. 

1994 Sockeye time period allocations eliminated. ADF&G given flexibility to open 
fishery prior to June 13 if sockeye to chum ratios are favorable. 



Table 5. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands sockeye and chum salmon daily catches, 1994. 

South Unimak Shumaqin Islands 
Sockeye Chum Sockeye Chum 

June 1- 1 6  
1 7  
1 8  
1 9  
2  0  
2  1 
2  2  
2  3  
2  4  
2  5  
2  6  
2  7  
2  8  
2  9  
3  0  

Closed to Commercial Salmon 
132,945  47 ,031  

71,227 24,283 
171 ,962  47,745 

52,662 17 ,957  
41 ,879  9,983 
9 6 , 2 7 1  26 ,376  

131 ,575  34,438 
66 ,345  20 ,153  
46 ,500  19 ,482  
40 ,825  19 ,058  
58,694 42 ,525  
66 ,975  53,844 
1 7 , 5 6 1  9,549 

5,829 1,985 

Fishing 

Total 1,001 ,250  374,409 460,013 207,756 



Table 6. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands June fisheries, composition of sockeye and 
chum salmon harvests in percent by gear type, 1985-94. 

South Unimak Shumaqin Islands 

Sockeye Chum Sockeve Chum 

Purse Drift Set Purse Drift Set Purse Set Purse Set 
Year Seine Gillnet Gillnet Seine Gillnet Gillnet Seine Gillnet Seine Gillnet 

1985-94 Average 
51.9 45.5 2.7 51.9 47.3 0.8 83.9 16.2 93.8 6.2 

a Gear depth limitations in effect. 
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F i y u r e  1 .  Map of the Alaska Peninsula Area. 



Figure 2. Map of the South Unirnak June Fishery. 
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Figure 3. Map of the Shumagin Islands Section. 



- 

- 
. . . -  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

& SHUMAGIN ISLANDS . . . . .@ . . . . BAY RUN PERFECTLY FORCAST 
I_C__ 

I I I I I I I I I 
A I I I 

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1986 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 

* BRISTOL BAY HARVEST WOULD HAVE BEEN MUCH LARGER IN 1980 HAD IT 
NOT BEEN FOR A LENGTHY STRIKE. 

FIGURE 4. SOUTH UNIMAK - SHUMAGIN ISLANDS JUNE SALMON GUIDELINE HARVEST 
LEVELS VS. HINDSIGHT GUIDELINE HARVEST LEVELS. 



FIGURE 5. 1994 SOUTH UNIMAK JUNE SOCKEYE TO CHUM RATIO 
BY GEAR BY DAY. 



SEINE 

I__CI_ 

ALL GEAR 

FIGURE 6. 1994 SHUMAGIN ISLANDS JUNE SOCKEYE TO CHUM RATIO BY GEAR BY DAY. 



APPENDIX 



Appendix A. 1. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands June salmon harvesta, in number of 
fish, by species, 1970-94. 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total 

a ~ u m b e r s  of salmon include test fish catches. 



Appendix A.2. South Unimak June salmon harvesta, in number of fish, by species, 1970-94. 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total 

a Numbers of salmon do not include test fish catches. 



Appendix A.3. Shumagin Islands June salmon harvesta, in number of fish, by species, 1970- 
94. 

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total 

a Numbers of salmon do not include test fish catches. 



Appendix A.4. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands June fisheries, number of fishing days 
and hours allowed by year, 1976-94. 

South Unimak Shumagin Islands 

Year Days Hours Days Hours 



Appendix A.5. South Unimak and Shumagin Islands June fisheries, sockeye per chum 
salmon ratio by gear type, 1985-94. 

South Unimak 

Purse Drift Set 
Year Seine Gillnet Gillnet Total 

Shumaqin Islands 

Purse Set 
Seine Gillnet Total 

1985-94 Average 
3.2 3.1 10.4 3.2 

a ~ e a r  depth limitations in effect. 



 

 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game administers all programs and activities free from discrimination 
based on race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, pregnancy, parenthood, or disability. 
The department administers all programs and activities in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. 
  
If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, or if you desire 
further information please write to ADF&G, P.O. Box 25526, Juneau, AK 99802-5526; U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 300 Webb, Arlington, VA 22203 or O.E.O., U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Washington DC 20240. 
 
For information on alternative formats for this and other department publications, please contact the 
department ADA Coordinator at (voice) 907-465-6077, (TDD) 907-465-3646, or (FAX) 907-465-6078. 
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